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                                                (It is delightful that this section comes to life)

                
        Newsletter No. 6 – June 21st, 2002

                                                        By: Frank J Melillo

                                                  ALPO Mercury Coordinator 
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COORDINATOR’S CORNER:

    At least, there is good news about my father that he is home from the hospital and nursery home. Unfortunately, he still cannot walk. But, his environmental area at home is much better with a breath of fresh air and he is free to do things. He has therapists and nurse aids come to the house. Hopefully, things will improve for him.

     It has been a year already since the ‘Mercury Today’ newsletter had launched. It is a good idea to have this between ALPO publications to keep everybody inform about the latest information of this little tiny planet. While we are on the subject, the place where I work has the newsletter for the employees. The company I work for is AFP, which stands for Administrator for the Professions (www.medmal.com under PRI). It is a mal-practice insurance company for doctors and professional people for the New York State.  In March, they gave us the privileges to suggest a name for the newsletter. Approximately 40 out of 200 people handed in the possible names. Well, I put down ‘AFP Today’. Of course, I got the name from this newsletter. It sounds so simple! Others put down the names that are so complicated! Guess what??? My name was picked and I won a $25 certificate check for ‘TGIF’, which is a restaurant call ‘Thank God Is Friday’.  Oh, what a thrill! I brought my daughter there for her 11th birthday!

     I’m pretty sure you are aware that we have the ALPO Mercury e-mail Yahoo group. It is very informal for general interests, announcements and to alert us for Mercury observations. If you haven’t joined it yet, you can subscribe at: 

                                   ALPO_Mercury-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
                                                                  or

                               Go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ALPO_Mercury
Please, keep in mind that this group is strictly to one subject on Mercury and we are part of the audience when the mails cross over. Some of us may not be interested in certain things.  Also, if you need to be private, e-mail individually. Do not send any attachments to this e-mail group due to the fear of viruses. Also, send to me directly if you have any sketches or images. They will be posted shortly so everybody gets to see them. 

MERCURY NEWS:

        Mercury has just completed a spectacular evening apparition! Not only that; Mercury was also one of the five planets that were visible after sunset in late April and early May. See a brief animation at:
                           http://homepage.ntlworld.com/p.lawrence1/planetanim/animmenu.html 

Just in case if you haven’t seen it yet, check it out!! This is EXCELLENT!! You can see Mercury at the bottom of each image among with four other planets. We all thank Pete Lawrence of Great Britan for his great work! 

Also, Comet Utsunomyia C/2002 F1 that was recently discovered early this year went very close to Mercury on May 3rd. Finally, we have a Mercury Observing Campaign first time ever!

       Many of you have participated in this evening campaign that covered from April 7th to May 27th, 2002. Never before we have great observations of Mercury and many thanks to you! According to Dr. Ann Sprague, this kind of work we are doing with ALPO is EXACTLY what is needed. She also said that the information we all provided here is very valuable and augments what professionals at the telescope can do in their limited observational periods.  Unfortunately, Dr. Sprague and her student Josh Emery came home empty handed from Mauna Kea, Hawaii. They were trying to use the Infrared Telescope Facility observing Mercury from May 2nd to May 5th. The weather did not cooperate and there were 9 inches of snow on the summit and heavy rain and fog for the four days of run! The dome was open for only 15 minutes on May 2nd and never again after that! 

        In addition, Andrew Potter of McMath Solar Telescope in Kitt Peak Observatory informed me that he map the sodium D line emission over Mercury’s disk. He also had trouble with the weather but he had a few nights that were clear enough to do his sodium work.

       Here I have combined all the observations of Mercury I received for the evening apparition. They are all in order by date and time. You can see that Mercury changed rapidly from gibbous to crescent in just two weeks!  On May 5th, we have nearly simultaneous observations! Every one of us recorded a dark albedo just south of equator near the terminator. It was obvious that Solitudo Criophori was very prominent and also we may have recorded other features as well.   
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On May 3rd, Comet Utsunomyia passed within minutes of arc from Mercury. Being that this comet was approximately a sixth magnitude object, it was very difficult to see against the bright background. I had imaged at the time of the closest approach and did not capture it. The sky wasn’t dark enough and Mercury was taken in broad daylight. Also, I did not receive any report. However at below, here is an image that was taken by an amateur astronomer in Arizona on May 4th. 
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     The Mercury observing Campaign continues.   It is entering in the morning sky and the best visibility will be from June 22nd until July 5th. Here is a diagram of the current apparition from Tim Wilson of Missouri.
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         Keep an eye again on Solitudo Criophori. We will be viewing from a different solar angle. Will it be prominent again? Keep in mind that this is not a favorable apparition but somewhat in between. Dr. Ann Sprague and her student Josh Emery will be observing again at the Infrared Telescope Facility in Hawaii and lets hope that the weather in Mauna Kea will cooperate this time during their observing run from June 22nd to June 25th. In addition, Dr. Johan Warrell of Uppsula University in Sweden will observe from NOT observatory in the Canary Islands. 

         The next newsletter No.#7 will cover most about the morning apparition.

         Look ahead into the next evening apparition will be even worst. But here is a diagram, which provided by Tim Wilson.
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